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serum flux of selenomethionine has 
made the scan timing of critical im-
portance. Experiments to evaluate 
these ki netic interrelationships are in 
progress. 
In summary, a technic has been de-
veloped which in some instances has 
been successful in th.e preoperative 
identification and localization of para-
thyroid adenomas. The experimental 
data are incomplete regarding the re-
liability and accuracy of this tech ic. 
Therefore the procedure cannot, as 
yet, be recommended for routine cl '.li-
cal use. The refinements and sta d-
ardization of this technic should I ·o-
vide a simple and useful method ·or 
increasing the accuracy of din :al 
diagnosis and anatomic localization of 
hyperactive parathyroids. 
(Se-75 selenomethionine was ~ tp· 
plied by E. R. Squibb and Com pan ·.) 
FEDERATION EXECUTIVE BOARD 
MEETING SCHEDULED 
64 
The Executive Board of the National Federation of Catholic 
Physicians' Guilds will hold its annual meeting June 24, 1964. 
Time: 10 :00 a.m. - 1 :30 p.m. Place: Sir Francis Drake Hotel, San 
Francisco, California. · 
The Officers of the national organization and one delegate from 
each active constituent Guild comprising the Board will conduct 
business. 
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Has The Time Come?* 
REVEREND JAMES A. O 'DONOHOE, J .C.D.** 
In the spring of 1963 the Cat~10l!c 
medical world received a rather signi-
ficant jolt when Dr. John Rock pu~-
lished The Time Has Come . This 
book, which claims to be "a Catholic 
doctor's proposals to end the battle 
over birth control," occasioned a real 
stir in all medical circles, both Catho-
lic and non-Catholic. It has been the 
object of extraordinary praise and of 
violent condemnation. It has been 
strongly advocated almost as often as 
it has been vehemently denounced. 
As many reviewers have pointed 
out, The Time Has Come is basically 
an apologia for "the pill. " Since 
Catholic physicians recognize most of 
the basic fallacies in Dr. Rock's argu-
mentation on behalf of the purely 
contraceptive values of the progesta-
tional steroids, this article will pre-
scind from a discussion of the moral 
implications of this use and will rather 
focus the reader's attention on three 
points suggested by the book which 
should be of interest to all Catholic 
doctors as well as to all other members 
of the Church: 1) the formation of 
the Christian conscience, 2) ·the 
Christian's right to professional free-
dom in the face of ecclesiastical pro-
nouncements, and 3) the obligations 
incumbent upon the · Christian of get-
ting involved in matters which are of 
real concern for the community. · No 
exhaustive treatment of these salient 
points will be attempted here. This 
article intends only the stimulation of 
mature thought on these fundamental 
problems and that in view of their 
particular applicability to The Time 
Has Come. 
FORMATION OF THE CHRISTIAN 
CONSCIENCE 
In the preface to his book, Dr. 
Rock, in attempting to justify his 
stand on the birth control issue, re-
calls a conversation he had as a boy 
with the parochial assistant of his 
home town, Father Finnick. The 
priest is quoted as saying: " John, al-
ways stick to your conscience. Never 
Jet anyone else keep it for you · 
and I mean anyone else." 
As the continuation of Christ's re-
demptive activity ( an action incident-
ally which has man's freedom as its 
purpose), the Cat ho! ic Church must 
be the defender of true freedom. 
Among the various freedoms she must 
proclaim is freedom of conscience, 
and this indeed she does even to the 
point of teaching that one is obliged 
to follow a conscience which is objec-
tively ·erroneous! ! What is often for-
gotten in this matter, however, is the 
fact that the Church also insists upon 
the . obligation such a person has to 
correct his erroneous conscience. Here 
there arises a serious problem but one 
which must be met : where does one 
find the real truth against which one 
can measure that which his conscience 
apparently presents as the truth? 
The Christian has two sources from 
which he can derive the truth: reason 
and revelation. In itself, reason is cap-
able of leading us to the truth but, 
because of the weakened state of our 
fallen nature, it must be frequently 
*Condensation, by the author, of lecture presented to the Guild of St. Luke of Boston 
at Carney Hospital, November 20, 1963. 
**Professor of Justice and Right, St. John 's Seminary, Brighton (Boston) , Mass . . 
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aided in this search. Such a supple-
ment comes from revelation. One 
might define revelation as God Him-
self-Who is the Truth-telling us 
about Himself and all the things 
which H e has created. As the Sacred 
Scriptures show, God has spoken 
many times and in many ways, but 
the fullness of His truth was made 
manifest when " the Word became 
flesh. " In Christ, therefore, the full-
ness of the Divinity revealed in hu-
man form, we find the fullness of 
all truth . 
In God's plan, the work which 
Christ began was to be continued and 
completed in the Church which He 
established. The mission of this com-
munity, this assembly of God's peo-
ple, was to be identical to that of 
Christ Himself : worship of the 
Father and communication of His 
truth. 
The Church is primarily concerned 
with worship of the Father but this 
also entails the teaching of His truth. 
It is a fundamental function of the 
Church, therefore, to set forth the 
truth and, conversely, to point out er-
ror. As a matter of fact, we can go 
even further and state that all men 
are obliged to hear her when she 
speaks, because in hP.r the Spirit of 
God- which is the Truth Itself-
speaks. The latter is indeed "a hard 
saying" for many, but it is a logical 
deduction from the nature of the 
Church as " the permanent inca'rnation 
of the Son of God." 
As we know, the Church "speaks" 
in many ways. She sets forth the truth 
through the infallible pronouncements 
of Popes and Councils, through the 
"ordinary teaching power" as mani-
fested in her oral and written tradi-
tions, and through the opinions of her 
official theologians. Whenever a 
Christian finds the dictates of his con-
science going contrary to the teaching 
of the Church in any of these forms, 
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he must attempt to effect a reconc li-
ation. This leads us to a considerati in 
of our second point. 
PROFESSIONAL FREEDOM VERSUS 
ECCLESIASTICAL PRONOUNCEMENTS 
No human freedom is absolute . It 
is limited by the mere fact that it 1s 
human and, as such, it can be restr , t -
ed by the rights of God and the rig .ts 
of our fellow human beings. It is 
important here to mark the astute c s-
tinction between what Hans K i., 1g 
calls "the illusion of freedom" a 1d 
" the reality of freedom." The illus ,n 
of freedom is expressed by the phr se 
" I can do whatever I please ... th re 
is no limitation whatsoever placed , p· 
on me and none can be placed Uf >n 
me." 
The Church has a definite com e-
tence in the matter of truth. This cc n-
petence, it must be also remarked, x-
tends to all fields of human kno ·l-
edge not in the sense that she is qu. li-
fied to teach all about them but in 1e 
sense that she is qualified to see h ,w 
their teachings and discoveries st; 1d 
up in the light of the truths wh ch 
God has revealed to us through ne 
mediation of the teaching Chu, :h. 
Each specialist, each scientist, the ·e-
fore, is free to seek the truth in rr,.tt-
ters of his own competence. Howe, ~r, 
when the methods of research that e 
employs or when the facts that he 
discovers involve an apparent con, ra-
diction with the truth proposed by he 
Church, he must think twice about , he 
issue and come to immediate g1 ps 
with it. In a recent issue of Theo/ ,g-
ical Studies (December 1963, p. 
628), Fr. Gerald Kelly, S.J. offe,ed 
a workable rule of thumb concern :ng 
the treatment of papal pronou1 ,ce· 
ments on certain issues. "In infall1 le 
pronouncements the assistance of the 
Holy Ghost is such that it demands 
an absolute assent from all the fa ith-
ful, even from theologians who /llay 
have thought that they had strong ar-
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guments to the contrary. In non-in-
fallible authentic pronouncements, the 
guarantee of divine assistance puts the 
presumption of _truth on the part of 
the magisterium and all the faithful 
must give, insofar as reasonably possi-
ble, the so-called assensus religiosus 
intern11s, and they must abstain from 
publicly questioning the authentically 
taught doctrine." 
It must be remembered here, as the 
Dutch Bishops pointed out in a recent 
pastoral ( Christmas 1960) , that the 
Holy Spirit may speak anywhere and 
through anyone in the Church; but 
the ultimate judgment as to whether 
or not it is truly the Holy Spirit who 
speaks depends upon the official 
teaching authority of the Church . 
For the professional man or scien-
tist, this is certainly a hard saying. In-
deed, he is tempted to think : "Should 
I attempt to get involved in research, 
should I bother about probing the 
truths of nature? .. . I may come up 
with something which seems contrary 
to the teaching of the Church and 
then I will be silenced ." This brings 
us to a consideration of our third 
point. 
THE CHRISTIAN'S OBLIGATION 
TO GET INVOLVED 
By reason of his very vocation , the 
Christian is essentially a man con-· 
cerned with his fellow men and that 
to the extent of coming to the aid of 
his brother whenever he sees him in 
distress. He is obliged, therefore, by . 
reason of his baptismal commitment 
to get involved courageously in mats 
ters which can and do plague the 
community. 
This is a difficult point for many 
of us to comprehend. This is indeed 
understandable because, many times, 
?ur_ training in the Faith has been so 
md1vidualistic that we fail to grasp 
the notion that we do not go to God 
as isolated individuals but only 
. through the service of our fellow 
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men. We are all indeed persons and 
God is a personal God for each one 
of us; however, we go to God through 
the community. Christ accomplished 
cur salvation by the gift of Himself 
to the Father through the gift of Him-
self to the community of His brothers. 
To share in the salvation which He 
has brought, the Christian has no 
choice but to do the same. 
In this matter of service of the 
community we must be realists. In 
many instances, the Christian will re-
ceive violent opposition from his fel-
low citizens and not infrequently 
from churchmen. In some instances 
this opposition may be justified and 
in others it may not. In the latter case 
he may even have an obligation in 
conscience to resist this opposition! ! 
It must be remembered, however, that 
this resistance must always be made 
within the established order. The 
Christian, therefore, must meet such 
situations within the order which is 
the Church and he must do it with 
Faith, Charity, Prudence and Forti-
tude. Through Faith the Christian 
must see himself as a man committed 
to pursuit of the truth in all things; 
through Charity he must treat with 
the love of Christ all those who op-
pose this commitment. His Prudence 
must not be conceived as inaction. His 
Fortitude must not be $een as irascibil-
ity . . . The Church's history is full of 
striking examples of resistance to op-
position in the search for truth: Paul 
withstood Peter to his face: Catherine 
of Siena was a thorn in the side of the 
Avignon Popes, and Ignatius of 
Loyola spent a good period of his lat-
ter days in disagreement with the 
Popes he had vowed to serve. 
When such resistance is necessary, 
it must never be forgotten that it 
must always be made within the 
framework of order and exercised 
therein with a spirit of Christian . 
Faith and Charity. There is a world 
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of difference between the resi~tance 
of Cranmer and that of Pole; be-
tween the resistance of Cromwell and 
that of More; between the resistance 
of lacordaire and that of lamennais. 
HAS THE TIME COME? 
The points which have been made 
above are most important for an ob-
jective evaluation of Dr. Rock's recent 
book. In no way do they intend a de-
fense of his position on artificial birth 
control. They do indicate, however, 
one significant fact: in condemning 
Dr. Rock for forcing his point of 
view in the face of the Church's 
teaching, we must not also condemn 
him for all that his book has actually 
done. As Cardinal Cushing has point-
ed out in an official statement ( April 
30, 1963) [Cf. LQ, May 1963, pp. 94-
95] , there are many things in the 
book that are bad but there are also 
some things that are good. It is good 
to have our attention called to the 
concern we must have for the prob-
lems of population increase. It is good 
to have our attention called to the 
unfortunate tactics we Catholics have 
sometimes employed against our op-
ponents in this matter. It is good to 
have our attention called to the great 
need there is at present for the es-
tablishment of a public policy on this 
issue in our pluralistic society. It is 
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good, finally, to have our atte• tion 
called to the necessity of seeking fed-
eral and private grants to stim late 
research with a view to makinf the 
system of periodic continence safe and 
workable. 
Dr. Rock states that "the tim, has 
come." Has it really? Our answ r to 
this question should be both ' yes" 
and "no." The time has not ome 
for us to fly in the face of the t ach-
ing Church, to ignore her me sage 
and her constant doctrine, to pt ·sent 
her as ready to change her establ shed 
position for the sake of exped ~nee. 
The time has come, however, f, r us 
to be stirred out of the lethar, y of 
cozy Christianity into which we 1 1ight 
have fallen: one which refuses tr face 
real issues because they might ter· 
fere with our comfort and estab shed 
position; one which refuses to take 
action because it might meet o posi-
tion; one which refuses to bea1 wit-
ness because it might not b, ex· 
pedient. 
We must rightly criticize D r. ock 
for the stand he has taken co 1, trary 
to the teachings of the Churcr bur 
we must ask ourselves honestly f we 
too cannot be criticized for fai li 1g to 
be sincerely concerned about a ,J rob· 
lem which is almost overwhelmi,1g in 
its proportions and its immedia,y. 
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"~is Canon 'Gainst Self Slaughter": 
The Work of Rescue, Inc., of Boston 
REV EREND K ENN ETH B. M UR PHY 
The mystery of God-given life is 
the most beautiful gift of all. That 
He should see fit to bestow upon us 
this grandeur is all but inconceivable. 
He has made us in His image and this 
is our greatest blessing. 
Despite the beauty and the divine-
ness of the opportunity to follow 
God's way, man has not fully recog-
nized his treasure. Throughout hi s-
tory there have been those who have 
take_n. their own lives- in the pagan 
samt1Ce of propitiation, in misguided 
hcro1Cs, in non-Christian Far Eastern 
cultures and, as happens mostly in this 
country, during the terrible periods of 
economic depression. 
Suicide has been interpreted in ·· 
many ways by many cultures. It is 
recorded in . the Bible frequently.; Sam-
son pulling down the Temple of 
Dagon upon his Philistine enemies 
~nd tormentors; St. Apollonia leaping 
mto the flames to escape her torturers 
trying to_ f~rce her to deny her God. 
These Biblical references to suicide 
now so familiar, we have come t~ 
accept. 
. Until St. Augustine condemned sui-
cide as a sin there was no · official 
Church position against it. His action 
came as a halt to the excesses of self 
murder by those deluded souls who 
felt that to escape the worldly made 
them more Godly. .:·,, 
da The reasons for the suicides of to-
y are many and varied-but real 
~nly t? the person who attempts to 
1'."Ce his own life. Unfortunately god-
111~ ~eldom appears as the rea;on. 
. Suicide has been with us almost 
smce the existence of man yet it is 
~;e of the least known subjects, It is 
e tenth greatest killer of mankind 
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and there has seemed to be no cure. 
It is the world's greatest moral and 
social affliction but until recently, this 
ill was not diagnosed. 
Several years ago, I was called by 
the Boston Police to aid them in con-
vincing a distraught young sailor not 
to destroy himself by leaping from a 
downtown building. With God's help, 
the boy was convinced to come to safe-
ty. A similar occurrence happened 
shortly after. On an even later oc-
casion, I arrived at a scene of absolute 
horror. A young man, who had barri-
caded himself in his home and threat-
ened suicide, blew out his brains at · 
almost the precise moment of my 
arrival. 
With this tragedy etched on my 
mind-a soul and a body destroyed 
- I approached Richard Cardinal 
. Cushing with a somewhat vague idea 
of doing something to contain this 
problem of suicide and to still the 
hand that would cast away God's gift 
of life. He immediately gave his warm 
blessing to the project and in that 
moment Rescue, Inc. was born. Skep-
tics could not believe that a person de-
termined to commit suicide could be 
stopped-and I, myself, had a few 
doubts. Our first office was a small 
room in the psychiatric ward of Boston 
City Hospital, generously donated by 
Dr. John Conlin, hospital adminis-
trator. He and several other doctors, 
psychiatrists, social workers, and cler-
gymen accepted this challenge of life 
over death. 
Our office later moved to its pres-
ent location in Fire Headquarters 
Building, 115 Southampton St. We 
continued our 24-hour call service for 
the distraught. Our major weapons 
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